Don't Tear It Down
Suite 612
530 F Streat, N W,
Washingten, 0 .C. 20004

{202) 73715 %

A Streng aclon Qroup
wirking (o prolect and
anhanca YWashingion's
physical snviron menl,

-
'.I.

‘Lower Shaw/Mt, Vernon East Survey

FINAT REPORT

June 1984



II.

ITI.

V.

VI,

Table of Contents

Project Information
Purpose
Boundaries

- Methodology

Introd Y ction

Hiatory
The Middle Claas
Immigrants

Iriah

Germans

Italians
Institutions

Churches

Schools
Commercial Development

Markets

Dther

Naeighborhood commerce
The Twentieth Century

Physical Appeazrance
Residential Buildings
The mid-twentieth century
The 1870s
1880-1900
The twentieth century
Non-residential buildings
Chapman’s Garage
American News Company
Firetruck Company #4
Galbraith A.M.E. Zion Church
Mt. Lebanon Church
New Birth Baptist Church
The Church of Geod

Recommendations

Sources of Information

15

24

27



S B o v
" . Lo
- _1 L e sy
_ _. el ot Il
T.._..__
N

f—

r
“tth

=\
)

Y E R |

e e ——— —
foLte

N
IH.
I
|
=
4
Vaset AR
LN

L-..

ATYr A

C 11T Vv

[
| -f R
I 1
X

L_- "
F—
: .
F A

—_— -

L

C
—:_J et

{

]

lT:I
)
s
g

Hf”
]
Ny
!
Xl

e -
-
' i
.
R

AT ARfeED
o

'w




1. PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose

The objective of the survey was Lo jdentify potential historic
landmarks and historic districts in a small defined area in

the Lower Shaw neighborhood, east of Mt. Vermon Square. This

area, north of New York Avenue, south of N Street, west of North
Capltol Street, and east of 6th Street, is facing development
pressures. The newly completed Convention Center increasing the
demand for hotels, the Green Line of Metrorail scheduled to open
soon at 7th and M, and the revitalization of Downtown all contribute
to the likelihood that this neighborhood will undergo severe changes
in the next decade. The predominance of nineteenth-century row
Wouses and the importance of this area to washington's urban history
made an assessment of the historic and cultural resources here
advisable. Accordingly, Don't Tear It Down obtained a National
Park Service grant from the D.C. Historlc Preservation Office to
undertake a survey of the architectural and historical resources

in this area,

Boundaries

e beoundaries of the survey srea are as follows: beginning at the
intersection of 5th and M Streets, N.W.; proceed north on 5¢h Street
to N Street; east on N Streel to ist Street; north on lst Street;
cast behin¢ the buildings facing N Street to North Capitol Street

to New York Avenue. Follow New York Avenue in a southwest direction
to the west lot line of Fletcher Chapel (in square 516 at the
northwest corner of &4th Street and New vork Avenue); proceed morth
inte the alley and follow the rear iot lines of those lots faclng
New York Avenue: go south to L Street following the rear lot lines
of the buildings facing Sth Street. At L Street, proceed west to
square 449; go morth following the lot lines of the buildings facing
fth Street to M Street; follow M Streat east to the starting point
At the intersection of 5th and M Streets, N.W. (see map).

Tie boundaries were dictated by the surrounding twentieth-century
housing projects, Dunbar School, and by the thoroughfare of New
vork Avenue. Most of the 400 block of New York Avenue wWas omitted
from the survey area on the basis of the gaps left by severe
demolition,. | |

Methodology

Each building in the defined area was examined and researched in-
dividually, and in order te place these buildings in a context, the
neighborhood was researched as a whole. A working supposition of the
project was that the significance of most of these buildings derived
from their architectural and historical relationship to each other.



Fach buillding waa deacribed and photographed. Research, mcocatly
from primary sSources, was conducted to determine the date of
conatruction, architect, original owner, aubsegquent ownera and
cccupanta, present owner, ahd dste, type and architect of alteras-
tiona. An inventory form which contained all of this information
plua the building’a location on a map was produced for each
building.

To place theae buildingas 1n context, an overview hisastory has
been written, Thia includes & general history of the arsaa,

as seen In the various ethnic and racial groups who settled
here and the institutions that served them; an analysis of the
physical appearance of the area, illustrated by the way in which
the neighborhood was developed and the types and styles of buildings
constructed; and a list of sources consulted.

I1I. INTRODUCTION

Within the defined area exists a remnant of & nineteenth- and
early twentieth-century residential nelghborhood whoae hiatoric
delineation 1is clouded by recent construction. Dunbar High
School o©on  the north side of N Street separates thia residential
area from aimilar housing to the north. Urban renewal projects
to the west and south democlished houses that were probably once
part of the small neighborhcod that remains,

No urban history has been written for this section of Washington,
and the lack of decumentation, as well as the lo=ss of the original
surrounding buildings, makes 1t impossible to reconstruct the
complete satory of +the neighborhood within the scope of this
project. However, late nineteenth-century maps depict continuous
rowa of houses north to Florida Avenue, west of North Capitel
Street. Thia, in conjunction with the similarity of the surveyed
houses to those scuth of Florida Avenue, and easpecially to those
west of Sth Street on M, supports the hypothesis that this was
not a neighborhcod unte itself, but part of a larger whole whose
historic boundaries, unfortunately, are unknown.

The survey area is characterized by two- and three-story row
houses of brick and frame dating to the second half of the nineteenth
cantury. This forms a representative sgample of working- and
middle class houaing found 1in many Waahington neighborhoods
including Foggy Bottom and Capitol Hill. The rows of dwellings
are occasicnally interrupted by small, twentieth-century apartment
buildings. They were deaigned and bullt in a manner eaenaitive
to the scale and ambience of the existing neighborhood and enhance
it. - Also present are several churches including Fletcher Chapel
at 4t+h Street and New York Avenue, and Mt. Lebanon Baptisgt Church
at the intersaection of Morgan Street and New Jersey Avenua.
Commerce ia represented in the area by esmall corner markets,
barse, Jliquor stores and laundriea. Chapman’s Garage, standing
in the first block of N Street, N.W., the garages on 4th and
N Streets and the Printing Cecmpany 1in the 1100 block of 5Sth

Street represent the light industry in the neighborhood.



Not only 1s the area important for lts architecture, it alac
aerves as a kay to the understanding of residential patterns

of the working and aiddle classes in Waahington. The iniltial
impetus for the development of the area in the maid nineteenth
century was the natural expansion of the city’s downtown raesidential
district. The influx of government workera and European immigrants
who expanded the population of the =ity in the late nineteenth
century ‘had a dacisive 1impact on the neighborhcod. This arsaa
was home to many of Washington’a Germans, Irish and Italilans,
aome of whom bullt churches and houses in their environs.

Furthersore, as the alte of an early concentration of the clity’ s
black population, the neighborhcocod has alwayas been asscclated
with important black religious and educational inatitutions.
By the late nineteenth century, two black congregations held
aervices in their own church buildings within the boundaries
cf the saurvey area; these Wwerle the Galbraith A.M.E. Church,
which atlill operates in 6th Street, and Gethsemane Baptist Church
which stood at the "intersaction of Ridge and Fifth Streetsa.
Pecple’s Congregationeal Church (now St. Stephen’sa Baptiat) on
M Street between 6th and 7th, another ninseteenth-century congrega-
tion, 18 a half block outaide the survey area. The high concen-
tration of black churches corresponds to the large black population
living in the area. This is further corroborated by the siting
of the firat black high school in the country at the intersection
of New York Avenue and M Street in 1831. The M Street School
wag alaso the mother institution for Dunbar High School which
was built on N Street, just ncrth of the agaurvey area.

An Limportant factor that serves to explain +he esconomic and
ethnic diversity of the area is tha fact that until the 1880a
this was the growing edge of the clty. The poor and the blacks
tandad to cluster on the periphery, on N Street and New Jersey
Avenuea. Howaver, the proximity of the commarcial district and
downtown also made it an attractive residential naighborhood

for the middle class.

While +the boundarles were arbitrarily limited by the surrounding
twantleth-century developnments, what remains here is a vestige
of & ‘larger community which derives its significance fron two
factors. One is that 1t contains some axcellent examples of
Washington TIoWw house architecture, B8ORS subatantial, scme quite
rnodest. The varlety of architectural expression and scale provides
a pleasant contrast to the recent housing projects in the contlguous
areas, and the disparity of the size and decorative treatmant
of .houses in different aaections of the arez {llustrates the
aconomic and soclal diversity of the individuals who inhabited
then. Two, the 1institutionsa that served the area suggeat &
racially mixed neighborhood with significant pockebs of German,
Iriah and Italian immigrants.

tit ise on these Dbases that the following recommendations are
ut forth. It ie advised that the part of the survey ared west






